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bad example of communicating with the enemy, and
making a voluntary offer of refreshments to them
with a view to prevent a conflagration."

The hospitality at Mount Vernon was perfectly
simple. A traveller relates that he was taken there
by a friend, and, as Washington was "viewing his
laborers/' we "were desired to tarry." "When the
President returned he received us very politely. Dr.
Croker introduced me to him as a gentleman from
Massachusetts who wished to see the country and
pay his respects. He thanked us, desired us to be
seated, and to excuse him a few moments. . . . The
President came and desired us to walk in to dinner
and directed us where to sit, (no grace was said). . . .
The dinner was very good, a small roasted pigg,
boiled leg of lamb, roasted fowles, beef, peas, lettice,
cucumbers, artichokes, etc., puddings, tarts, etc., etc.
We were desired to call for what drink we chose.
He took a glass of wine with Mrs. Law first, which
example was followed by Dr. Croker and Mrs. Wash-
ington, myself and Mrs. Peters, Mr. Fayette and the
young lady whose name is Custis. When the cloth
was taken away the President gave 'All our Friends/ "

Another visitor tells that he was received by
Washington, and, "after . . . half an hour, the
General came in again, with his hair neatly pow-
dered, a clean shirt on, a new plain drab coat, white
waistcoat and white silk stockings. At three, dinner
was on the table, and we were shown by the General
into another room, where everything was set off with
a peculiar taste and at the same time neat and plain.
The General sent the bottle about pretty freely after attended at the seat of government by the
